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With reference to time-expired Indians, I do not think that It ought
to be compulsory on any man to go to any part of the world save for a
crime for which he Is transported; I hear a great deal of this question;
I have been asked again and again to take a different view, but I have
not been able to do it. A man is brought here, in theory with his oun consent* in
practice Defy often without his consent^ ^the italics are your Memorialists"
he gives the best five years of his life, lie forms new tieSj forgets the old
ones, perhaps establishes a home here, and lie cannot^ according to my
view of right and wrong, be sent back. Better by far to stop the further
introduction of Indians altogether than to take what \vork you can out
of them and order them away. The Colony, or part of the Colony, seems
to want Indians but also wishes to avoid the consequences of Indian im-
migration. The Indian people do no harm as far as I know; in certain
respects they do a great deal of good, I have never heard a reason to
justify the extradition of a man who has behaved well for five years, I
do not think that the Indian,, at the expiration of his five years' service,
should be placed under police supervision unless he is a criminal, I know
not why Arabs should be placed under police supervision more than
Europeans. In cases of some Arabs the thing is simply ridiculous. They
are men of large means} large connections, who are always used in trade
if they can be dealt with more profitably than others.
24.  Your Memorialists, while drawing your  attention to the
above,  cannot help  expressing their regret that  the gentleman
who expressed the above views ten years ago should now  be   the
member to introduce the Bill under discussion.
25.  Mr. H. Binns, who went with  Mr. Mason as a delegate
to induce the Indian Government to sanction  the compulsory re-
turn or re-indenture, expressed the following opinion, in giving his
evidence before the Commission:
I think the idea which has been mooted^ that all Indians should
be compelled to return to India at the end of their term of indenture,
is most unfair to the Indian population, and would never be sanctioned by
the Indian Government. In my opinion the free Indian population is
a most useful section of the community. A large proportion of them,
considerably larger than is generally supposed, are in service in the Colony,
particularly employed as house servants in the towns and villages. Before
there was a free Indian population the towns of Pietermarit^burg and
Durban had no supply of fruit, vegetables and fish. At present all these
things are fully supplied. We have never had any immigrants from
Europe who have shown any inclination to become market gardeners and
fishermen, and I am of opinion that but for the free Indian populations
the markets of Pietermaritzburg and Durban would be as badly supplied
now as they were ten years ago (pp. 155-6).